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A SERIOUS 


ADDRESS 


T. HRE 


LEG rons 


or 


Ge NTLEM E N, b 
* MO N G ks various . 2 
Te plications that already have 

been, and undoubtedly wi'l 

be, made to you, both in 

— your ſeparate and collected 

Capacities on this great Occaſion ; I hope 

I thall not incur your Cenſure, for increaf- 

ing the Number, and calling on you for 

your moſt ſerious Attention to the Addreſs 
A offered © 
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offered to you, and the Advice propoſed 
to 0 in the E Sheets. 


Tn. is I TRE the greater Right to de- 


mand f:om you, as I am attached to 10 
Party whatever, have no private Intereſt to 
ſerve, have neither Expectations from the 
' Friendſp, nor Fears from the Power of 
any preſent Miniſter, or any future one; 


but am actuated only by a Zeal to ſerve. 


my Country, and that not in a trifling In- 
ſtance ; but, if I am ſo fortunate as to have 


Dou (ip whoſe Power only it is) heartily | 


concur wich me in my Wiſhes, perhaps to 
fave it from the impending Ruin, with 


which on all Sides it ſeems to be environ- 


ed. For the Sincerity of my Intentions, 
and the Truth of this Aſſeveration, 1 ap- 
5 peal to that great GOD, who. is the 
+ Searcher of all our Hearts, and penetrates 


Wito our moſt ſecret Thoughts.” To His | 


o Judgment I ſubmit myſelf at preſent, as, at 


the End of this Addreſs," 1 ſhall be willing 8 
to do to that of the hole World: For as 


no private Ends can be ſerved, and no Side 


Nw beer to > hear YoT JOG, 1 may ſafely 
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| predict, that no Party will adopt me as a 
Writer on heir Side the Queſtion, 


Taz great Occaſion I ſpeak of, which 


is the Reaſon of my addreſſing you at this 
Juncture, is the approaching general Elec- 


tion of Repreſentatives of the People of 


this Nation, to fit in the grand Council 


of the Kingdom, and there, as one of the 


three Bodies that compoſe the Legiſlative 
Power, to enact ſuch Laws as may tend. 
either to the well governing, or overthrow- 


ing of the Common-weal, The Choice 
of theſe Repreſentatives of the People s 


veſted in you A Truſt great and impor- 
tant at all Times, and which altays de- 


mands your utmoſt Care and Vigilance to 


execute with Fidelity, and which perhaps 
never more loudly called for backs ap ar 


prghent. Th 


Tr1s Power, ſo lodged in your Hands; 


ſets you in a Point of View, that draws on 


you the Eyes of all Europe, which is at- 
tentive to your preſent Conduct; and 
much more the Eyes of all your Country- 
men, who are more nearly concerned, for 


2 
Wo : 
;\ > 
* 
** r 


* 


3 z , 
W ” - 2 x. bh , _ 
& 4 l > * 5 3 4 6 IRR 


| g oY * oo. 6 CO 4 4 
* - v I fo Ld * 2 F 4 83833 * 2 4 F:. 1 2 
big; 3 See 1 4s of 
> Ong 25 8 5 N oh 1 A Ss OS 3 
a . 8 i — —— © one Ae - 


- a a1 + % 
. 
n 5 
<2 . 
to 4 
<8 
-1 288 ot . 
* 
* 
x 
8 4 
EF ; 
* 
"IJ 1 
-- "Ha 
524 
2 Wo T 
WEL 7 
ES 7 
> 
8 
5 
* * 
+ 
Ao 
» 
1 
=. * 
a 
= 7 
FE 
&- =. 
* * 
5 
CAE 
5 0 
9 o 
A n 
8 
be > 
53 8 
= 2 
8 of 
„ 5 
£7 4 
dP 
+ 
Sf] 
mY 
5 4 
5.5 
. 
* 
Ne 
2 
N 
2 
. 
"ov 
* 
8 4 - 
5 
45 
9 
— . k 
3 ; 
5 
225 
$I 
& Is 
'F 
* 
2 


| Ws 

by it their Properties, their Liberties, nay 
their Lives, may be ſaid to be committed 
to your Charge ; they have a Right to de- 
mand them at your Hands, and ſurely will 
no longer negle& to affect that Right. 
Yourſelves are ſtill more deeply engaged, 
for, befides theſe common Privileges of your 
Brethren, your Honour is at Stake, and the 
future Share you will have in the general 
Efteem, or Odium, of Mankind will, and 
ought. to, depend on your Choice in this 

Cxiſis. Vou are the immediate Guardians 

of all that is dear to us. To YOU we | 
Hüft up our Eyes and our Hands for Pre- 
Jervation and Protection: For it will be i 2 
vain to expect Redreſs from thoſe, to 
Whoſe Charge you are pleaſed to hg 
vs, If you betray us; if yon, blinded by . 
Party, Pique, Friendſhip, or, what is as 


® * "* powerful as any of theſe, Intereſt, ſuffer 
off F yourſelyes to be ſo far miſled, as to make 


Choice of unworthy Truſtees. With 
Fwrhat Face canyon blame them for Corrup- 

tion (ſhould it enſue) if That is their ſole 

Recommendation to your Favour, and is 

the oy Means of their Election? Do not 

You ſet them the Example, and will the 
ag 
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ſelling their Vote be a worſe Crime in 
them, than it is in you at their Election? 
What elſe can you expect from Men, who 
have given you ſuch convincing Proofs, of 
their not holding a Bribe in that Deteſta- 
tion, which the Nature of the Thing 
exacts from all honeſt Minds? A Man that 
can prevail with Himſelf to buy the: Con- 
ſcience of another, will not long heſitate 
about the ſelling his Own, It is the very 
next Step in the. Scale. of Corruption: 
It is your Duty, therefore, to pitch upon 
ſuch Men, who, by their declining the 
firſt, at leaſt give. you Reaſon | to o hope, 5 — 
they abhor the. wed | 
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IAN ſenſible it is a very difficult Taſk 
to get quit of Prejudices; and yet, per- 
haps, it is ſtill more difficult to perſuade 
one's ſelf to forego, what appears to be, a 
preſent Advantage. But, for God's Sake 
Gentlemen, what Reward is ſufficient to 
compenſate for the Ruin of one's Country Ip 
in which every Man's private Ruin is fo | 
_ cloſely connected, that he muſt ultimately = 
ſtand or fall wich it? Is Ten, or Twenty, 
05 Fifty Pounds, attended with Poverty, 
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on x it. poſſible, to awaken you 


187 
Di itreſs, Shame, and Slavery afterwards, 
an Equivalent for a Pourtſhing Trade, a 


proſperous Condition, Honour, and Liberty? 


Will ſuch a Sum, or even a much greater, 
provide Bread for your Families for the 
Remainder of your Lives? Will it deafen 
your Ears againſt the juſt Reproaches, the 
Taunts and Inſults of your betray'd 
Townſmen, Neighbours, Friends, and 
Relations ? Wil it ſtop the piercing Cries 
of your Children, when Begging for Bread, 
and Curſing you as the Authors of their 
then miſerable Condition ? I would not 
be underſtood to fay, that this muſt an- 
| avvidably be the Caſe, for I would not 
aggravate our Misfortunes ; +: ut 1 do 


aver that it may be the Caſe, and it is the 


Part of prudent and honeſt Men, to pro- 
vide againſt every the leaſt Chance of ſo 
cCalamitous a Condition, by a wiſe and 
well-concerted Choice of Members, to 
e in the approaching Pacliament. 

I nave ſet the Co ol ſequences that may 
- poſſibly, nay, will, very probably,. ariſe 
from a contrary Choice, in a ſtrong Light, 


from 


C23 
from that general Supineneſs, that univer- 
fal Lethargy, in Regard to the Public 
Good, which ſeems in a ſtrange Manner 
to have infected, and lulled aſleep the 
whole Kingdom: And to rouze you to a 
becoming Reſolution, to oppoſe (now you 
have the Power) thoſe Dangers that threa- 
ten us from our preſent Situation: Which 
I ſhall endeavour to repreſent to you, as 


e as I am able. 


Ou x preſent Ge — be 
acknowledged, afford but a very unplea- 
ſing melancholy Proſpect. We are already 
at open War with one Foreign Enemy: 
How ſoon we may be engaged with ano- 
ther, or whether we are not already, is 
not for me to determine, from Want of 
a ſufficient Knowledge in our Foreign Ne- 
 gotiations: However, thus far we may 
ſay, that it deſerves our Conſideration. 
We are abandoned to Vice and Corrupti- 
on, devoured by Luxury, and divided by 
Factions at Home. As to gur. Foreign 
Dangers, T ſhall paſs them over, not be- 
ing verſed in the Politicks, Intereſts, or 
| Defigns of the Courts at Home or Abroad: 
Beſides, 
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„ II. 
Beides, SF apprehend but little Danger 
from that Quarter at preſent, in Compa- 
riſon of what threatens us from dit hin; 3 
unleſs the joint Concurrence of our inteſ- 
tine Miſeries, which prey upon our Vitals 


at Home, by weakening ourſelves, may 


F 


make that Enemy comparatively ſtrong 
enough to annoy-us, who was formerly, 
and fall ag to bes. our e e 


"Op R plage Glen within are of ano- 
ther Kind; and are of a much more poi- 
ſonous and deſtructive Nature. They are 
ſuch, as if not timely prevented, will wear 
out our Conſtitution, 7 ek our Body Poli- 
tick muſt yield to them, as our Natural 
Bodies do to mortal Diſtempers neglected 
and trifled with. The chief Spring and 
Pountain-Head, from which all our other 
dangerous Symptoms derive their Origin, 


xs that total Diſregard to Virtue, which 
reigns among us in this deę 


generate Age to 
ſuch a Degree, as to make it, jf not ſcan» 
dalous, at leaſt ridigulous;: for a Man to 
ſhew he poſſeſſes any Share of it. All Ap- 
pearances of it, and ally Pretenſions to it, 
ee laid ales, 49 beontne: — 

Oy be 
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The utmoſt Licenciouſneſs is no longer 
infamous. He that ſhews any Regard for 
his Fellow-Creatures, and does not turn 


their Wants to his own private Advan-. 
tage, is treated as an Idiot, and one that 


does not know how to live in the World. 
To ſneer indiſcriminately at Things lau- 


dable, or reproachful, is the ee 


Taſte among the Wits of the Age; 

he that excells moſt in it, is eſteemed — 
Man of the greateſt Parts. Publick Spirit 
is in a moſt languiſhing Condition, it is 


almoſt laughed out of Doors, and dare 


ſcarce ſhew its Head. Any Attempt to 


reform the Manners of the Age, or re- 
dreſs the Grievances of the State, is look- 


ed upon as a romantick” Piece of Don- 


Auixotiſn. The Laws, perhaps, ſome 
of the beſt among them, are trampled: 
upon; and the endeavouring to put them 

in Execution, is ſure to draw on the Per- 
fon, who engages in ſo laudable a Deſign; 2 


the moſt opproblaus Names known in our 
Language. He is immediately compared 
to the publick Hftymers, employed by 


arne of the Roman an Emperor, to be Spies 


125 J 
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fr) 
on the few great Men left at that Time 
among the Roman People ; and meets with 
- worſe Treatment than the greateſt Ene- 
my of the State : By theſe Means, wor- 
thy Men are frightened from exerting their 
| Authority, and the Execution of our Laws 
is left to the loweſt of the People. To 
cut; the Penalties inflicted on thoſe who 
break the Laws, immediately becomes a 
Merit, and meets with Pity, not only 
tom the Multitude where one might 
_ expect it, but even from Perſons of a more 
exalted Station, from whom one ought 
amt to expect it: But this, perhaps, is in 
ſome Meaſure owing to the Parties, into 
which we are unhappily divided, and of 
pte anda 1— 1 1 at large hereafter, : 
"\ 

Wu . Depravity: of Manners, attended 
with a:Diſregard- to Religious Principles of 
any Sort, is not confined to, the inferior 

Part of the Nation ; but ſpreads itſelf 
like an Infection through all Ranks. The 
_greateft among us ate not exempt from 
_ "the Charge of it. 0 Our Magifhrates and | 
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E . 
their Station requires, live in an open 
and avowed Contempt of Religion. The 
very Appearances are not preſerved with 
any Decency, Not to trouble you with 
many Inſtances, let it ſuffice, to take 
Notice only of the ſhameful Neglect in 


the Obſervance of Sundeys. A due At- 


” People they gove 


tendance to the Duties of thats, Day, 
would probably- keep Mankind tolerably 
right; from their having (one Day in 
ſeven, at leaſt) the Senſe of their Duty 
to their Creator, and their Fellow-Crea- 
tures, freſh imprinted in their Minds, Gc. 
Here I am at a. Lofs, whether, more to 
deplore our unhappy "Circumſtances, or 
admire at the. 3 of this very im- 
politick Proceeding. The wiſeſt Legiſla- 
tors, and Miniſters, of all former Ages, 
and all Countries, have found it * 
to encourage Religious Notions, an 1 eſta- 
bliſh ſome, Sort of Religion among the N 


Human Laws could only affect Facts of 
which they. could get Evidence; and 
therefore it was neceſſary to have ſome 
bored Pn on the Minds of Men, which 

1 2 | might. 


They knew that _ 1 
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z . _ * encouraged and propagated Notions, 
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might influence their Inclinations and In- 
tentions; otherwiſe, Society would be 


but very ill preſerved. To this End, they 


along the Vulgar, which from Reaſon, 


5 one would ſuppoſe, Men of their Wiſdom 
cCduld not believe themſelves; and _ 


| from nicely camparing their Writings, i 


is ſuppoſed they did not. Of ſuch Uk 


did they. unanimouſly think Religion to 


be of, to make Men better Subjects, that 
for Want of a Good one, rather than have 
none, they took Pains to. inculcate a Bad 
one. If we, allow their concurring Au- 
thority to be of any Weight, we muſt be 
acknowledged ta be in a very wrong Way. 
If they had any: Knowledge in the Arts 
* rrowent,: every Community, or 


ene or © Bl — a Ten. 
| dency to promote Virue in the Minds 


of Mankind, without eſtabliſhing ſome 
other, 3 End, in 


[ 13 3 

1 Stead. It is pulling down our 
Hedges and Fences, and laying all open 
to the Violence of the Robber. The Au- 
thors and Abettors of ſuch Practices, 
ought juſtly to be looked upon, and trhilt= 
cd as the very worſt, and moſt dange- 
| rous Subjects, to the Gf to which | 
they belong. . 


_ 4 
4 | * 
3 2 we 


Tas naturally leads me N ſome- 
thing of that Religion, which, by repeat- 
ed Acts of our Government, is eftahliſhed 
among us in theſe Kingdoms. As to the 
Truth or Falſhood of the Chriſtian Reve- 
lation, I ſhall not take upon me to diſ- 
courſe of here, as being beſide my pre- 
ſent Purpoſe ; but ſhall leave it for every 
Man to determine upon for himſelf, as 
he ſhall ſee Reaſon, after a ſtrict and im- « 
partial Examination of. the Credibility-af | 
it. This is every Man's Duty to 
into, and I apprehend it will not ſuffer 
by ſuch a ſevere Scrutiny. However, thus 
much mf even by its Op- 
poſers. ; that it undoubtedly contains a Set 
| of Preceptaadiibitinis, which hare 2.00 
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we We _ —— — 
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tural Tendency to promote Morality among 
us; to make Men better Sons and better 
Fathers, better Servants and better Maſ- 
ters, better Subjects and better Governors, 
than we ſhould be without it: And, on 
| that Account at leaſt, ought to chim the 
Protection and Encouragement of thoſe, 
whoſe Charge it is to conduct us; till 
they ſupply the Want of it, with ſome- 
thing at leaſt as productive of theſe good 
Ends. I may further add an Argument 
of another Kind, which perhaps may have 
more Weight than the former, which is 
this: That it is at preſent fo blended with 
dur Conſtitution; as not to be ſeparated 
from it, and is ſo principal a Part of the 
whole Structure, that it cannot fail, with- 
out * the other in Ruins after it. 


bs" Ia Ef received, but erro- 
abbr Ones that the World is deeper 
inimerged in Vice and Iniquity, every 
Day than other : But this I hope and be- 
lieve is not a Fact: God forbid it ſhould ! 
The Caſe rather appears to be this Vir- 
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have their Periods and Faſhions : And if 
ſome Vices grow enormous, and ſtare us 
in the Face, other Virtues flouriſh and 
charm us with their Beauty : But ſome 
Kinds of Vices are more deſtructive of the 

Liberties and Happineſs of Societies than 
others; and of this Sort, I fear, are the 
Vices of the preſent Age: Of this Sort were 
the Vices that deſtroyed the Rsman Com- 
mon-wealth, If Liberality and Clemency did 
then and do now prevail, they were then, 
and are now, attended by their concomi- 
tant Vices, Luxury and Corruption : Theſe, 
at that Time, proved the Ruin of. the 
Romans, and we have too much Reaſon to 
fear, theſe threaten the Ruin of the Bri- 
tons at preſent : But of each of theſe I 
ſhall ſpeak pn” in | ane Order. | 


Axp firſt of Liab) is a EY 
ing Step to the other, and is become uni- 
verſal among us. This was at firſt a Vice 
belonging to the Great only; but as Man- 
kind naturally tread in the Steps of thoſe, 
whom a large Fortune, or any other Ac- 
cident, has ſet in a Rank of Life, which, 
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in the Eye of the World, is ſuppoſed to 
be ſuperior to their own, and take ſuch 
. 15 | for their Patterns; it has now, by a ſlow 
4 | = Progreſs, crept through all Degrees of 
1 | Men, and has at laſt deſcended to the ve- 
_—_— . - . ien t of the People, which it has in- 

94 fected to a Degree ſcarce credible in any 
1 other Oountty. The Art of living well, 


YL | and indulging our Appetites of all Kinds, 
f is now, I fear, the only Study of the 
1 Great. The Welfare of the State, and 
| y 928 the Happineſs of Mankind, are 11 
KR tions not worthy the Care, or fit to. inter- 
1 rupt the Pleaſures of any Man who knows 
; 5 how to enjoy Life. Is' not a Soope's be- 
q Js | he ing well made of more Conſequence, 
i 1 than the Poor's having or not having a Bit 
1} of Bread'to cat? Is the adorning of a Coat 
? þ * Ain the Puriſian Taſte, or any French Fop- 
| j. +] A pery to be neglected, that our own Poor 
1 may have where withal to over their Na- 
Tint Fedneſs? Elſe vvhy is our: Money expend- 
17 ed to import French Cooks; and French 


1 Ho Cloaths,. to the Shame, Reproach, and 
: impoveriſhing our own Nation, and the 
_—_ Theirs | ? Was' EP profuſe Ex- 
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pence confined to the People of the moſt ; 
affluent Fortunes, and "higheſt Stations, 
there would not be ſo much Room for 


Complaint, as I fear there is at preſent : 
Though even theſe ought to conſider, that 


their Situation ſets them as Examples or 


Patterns, which the reſt of the World 
will unavoidably follow ; and that theſe - 


Expences (if ever ſuffered to be put in 
Practioe) ought at leaſt to be confined to 
the ſuperfluous Part of a Man's Eſtate, 
and not be made the very Means of leflen- 
ing it: But the Grievance does not ſtop 
here, private Gentlemen of moderate For- 
tunes muſt ape their Betters, if not in 
every Particular, at\lcaft.in the General, ſo 


as to injure their Fortunes, and render 
themſelves diſtreſſed, by out-living their 
Eſtates; by which Means, the Indepen- 


dency of the Veomanty of this Kingdom, 


which uſed to be the Glory and Support . 

| of it, is ſo far impaired, as to be in Dan- 

ger of being utterly loſt, The Poor have, 
by imitating, their Superiors, acquired a 


Taſte of Pleaſures, which their Callings 
cannot * them with the Gratification 
© 


W's" 
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of; therefore they muſt make Uſe of any 
Means, lawful or unlawful, to purchaſe 
them. If the moſt ingenious among them 
can in three Days furniſh themſelves with 
a Sufficiency for fix, the Remainder of the 
Week is fpent in Idleneſs and Debauchery 5 
ſo that Wey return to work again with 
the ſame Poverty, as when they firſt be- 
gan in the Wold ; and, by fo- doing, are 
conſtantly in the Power of the Great. By 
what Means this fit firſt got Foating a- 
mong us, I will not take upon me to de- 
termine: Perhaps, as it is now viſibly con- 
tinued, vis. by the Practice of Travelling, 
| which our Youth of greateſt Quality and 
Riches, at preſent, univerſally follow. At 
| their Entrance into Manhood, when they 
f den ee, off the Reſtraint of Seheol- 
7 wernors, they learn to live 


not n of their Condition ; in Extrava- 
geance, that they may not have Power to 
mend it; but by keeping themſchves poor, 
they e e 'of — of op⸗ 
doi 


L 9 
poſing the oppreſſive Scheme of their Go- 
vernors. It is no Wonder that Vouth, thus 
educated, return Home intoxicated with 
the Gayeties and Debaucheries of Foreign 
Courts: With French Faſhions they in- 
bibe French Maxims, ſo that, however ab. 


ſurd it may appear, it is no uncommenn 


Sight to ſee a travelled Man ſo ignorant of 
the Bleſſings of Liberty, as to miſtake the 
very Eſſence and. Uſe of it; and far from 
conſidering it in its true Light, that of ſe- 
curing the Properties of all Men, and giv- 
ing the pooreſt Man Redreſs, againſt the 
Oppreflions of the moſt powerful, look 
upon that Man as the moſt free, who can, 
vuncontrouled, debauch moſt Women, and 
commit moſt Diſorders of all Kinds: Thus 
they confound Liberty with the greateſt 


Licentiouſneſs. Nay, fome of them, and 1 8 


I fear not a few, are fo mean-ſpirited, as 


willingly to ſurrender their Liberty to thei: 


Superiors, provided they may tyrannize 
over their Inferiors; and, what i is ſtill more 
monſtrous, are ſo ee as publick- 
ly to avow this, in all Companies, to be 
the moſt eligible Situation in Society. Fit 

5 2... > Mem 


F240} | 
| bo theſe of a Britiſh Senate! It 
any of this Stamp ſhould at any Time 
hereafter, unhappily for this Nation, ſuc- 
ceed to a Seat in the Upper Houſe, we have 
in that Caſe no Redreſs, and can only la- 


1 ment our Misfortune : But the bare Poſ- 


| ſibility of ſuch a Thing's happening there, 
ought to put you on your ſtricteſt Guard to 
prevent; as much as in you lies, any ſuch 
from obtaining a Seat in the Lower Houſe, 
from which you have a Power to exclude 
them. I don't doubt but you will have 
Numbers of this Claſs, who, with ſtrong 


'  Sollicitations in their Behalf, will offer 


themſelves as Candidates at the approach- 
ing Election. How proper ſuch Men are 
to be Guardians of our Liberty, and how 


long we are to Expect it, if committed in- 


to ſuch Hands, yourſelves are competent 
Judges. But to return: As this Inunda- 
tion of Luxury was firſt brought i in upon 
us by the Example of Perſons in high Sta- 
tions, it is to be hoped, that ſome of theſe 
will find the Love of their Country glow 
in their Breaſts with a ſuffigient Warmth, 
to 8 hem” to ot one of a contrary 
Kind; 
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Kind; far as the Evil evidently has done, 
ſo the Cure muſt come, from above. Did 
they but conſider the Influence a few of 
the firſt Nobility, who ſhould heartily ſet 
_ themſelves about this Work, would un- 
doubtedly have over the Minds and Man- 
ners of private Perſons; I cannot but 
think they would ftrive, with as much 
Ambition, to be foremoſt in- the promo- 
ting this great and glorious Work, as they 
now do to ſhine at a Birth-Night Ball. 
The Thing is as laudable in itſelf, and at- 
leaſt as much Content will attend it at pre- 
ſent, and. as much Fame hereafter. If 


this ſhould fail, we have Rill a Reſourſe 


left us in Nu, which is to give us a Legi- 
ſlature (fo far as you are concerned in the 


compoſing it) who, by wholeſome Laws, 


will reſtrain this monſtrous; Profuſeneſs of 
Expence amongſt us; and fo fave us from 
purſuing this Road to our Ruin: For it is 
but too evident, that the extreme Poverty 
of the loweſt Sort, and the Incumbrances 
and Diſtreſſes attending the Fortunes of the 
Better, muſt naturally tend to ſubject all, 

to that Bane of e mee This 


Effect 


[ 22 ] 
Effedt of Luxury is, I fear (as is generally 

| the Cafe) as epidemick as its Cauſe, and as 
— prblick too. Thoſe Deeds which, when 
| practiſed by our Anceſtors, were always 
acted with the utmoſt Secrecy, and with 

great Caution, for fear the Perſon, to 

whom any Thing of that Kind was ten- 

dered, ſhould not with Patience bear the 
Mention of ſuch a Propoſal, are now done 

in the Face of Day; neither the Giver or 
Receiver bluſhing at the PraQtice, All 
Laws, made to ſuppreſs it, are nates: 

ly allowed to be of no Effect. It has ta- 

ken ſuch deep Root in our eee 

as in ſome Meaſure to endanger the Con- 
2 itſelf, ta endeavouf to extirpate 

and yet will moft certainly, like a 

x Se deſtroy it if ſpeedy and effec- 

F' Degree of Ven lity are we grown, that 
e ir deſman thinks it abſolutely ne- 

.ceffary to bribe our favourite Shruants and 
Dependents for our Cuſtom, No ſecond Fa- 

your, no Civility is expected from any 

Man, where the Gratification has not ſo 
immediately and * * the 


. 


eee. 
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firſt, as by Cuſtom to become, really tho 1 
not verbally, a Promiſe before-hand. In | 
moſt Affuirs of a publick Nature, Corrup- = | 
tion is the ſecret Spring that moves the 7 
whole Machine. And tho' it has not yet, 1 
bleſſed be God, invaded our Courts of Fu- 


_ dicature, ard they are ſtill left free from 


its baneful Influence, as far ag Our Juſtice 
is concerned, ſo that Puniſhments are not 


unjuſtly inflicted, nor Offenders: illegally „ 
caſt; yet after ſuch Conviction, I fear it Y 
takes Place too much, in relation to our . 
„ rb ; „ | De 


ently a: 

the Intercefſion of thoſe, 1ghg) think 7 e 
| Intereſt may be ſerved "vr ſuch Proceed... 
ing, and make that | eech da. 
hy. OMe . 

NE . 3 
Turns * e | 
eſt Officer i in the inggom, where Do.. 


ruption dees not then” irfelf barefaced. 
This Proneneſs to Venality and Proſtituti. 


on among us equals, if not exceeds, that 
of all former Ages, and i ſanroe to be pa- 
. e 


Fs AS ye . "af * 
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„ 
mans in Fugurthas Time, who, on leav- 
ing Rome, made this memorable Speech, 
a Fur, thou Venal City, how foon 

would ſt thou be enſlaved, if a Man 
were found rich enough to buy thee.” 

It is remarkable, that this was but a ſmall 
Diſtance of Time before they were enſla- 


ved, ,and*their Credit of Courſe began to 


diminiſh in the World. Let us take Warn- 
ing by their Example; ſave us, you that 
| Have now Power in your Hands to do it, 
FO ere, betrayed by Men that will ſell 
5 Dare Thought, of the Uſe evil 
” governors might make of 
Hir r is enough to * | 
dꝛee to be bought, the 
% enen in their 
u; as muſt ap- 
low Account. 
. WOE their Gift“ Diſpoſal of | 
e, th. 4 lead) *Fhrte Millions a 
1 oats not be. ſufficient, wi 
ws proyidec d, with an exorbitant 


may be made, «4 only for Preſents upon 


f wee anke but alſo for Aua! 


Peußuns, 


üS³ß : g | 
Penſions to ſuch as have more Modeſty 
than Virtue, or whoſe Situation and Of- 
fice is of ſuch a Kind, that they could not 
perform the Services required at their 
Hands, if they were known to receive any 
Emolument from the Government. Out of . 
this, the Sum of + 422, 3 56 J. 135, 4d. 
a Year, at leaſt, may be enjoyed, : compa- 
tibly with a Seat in either one or the other 
Houſe of Parliament, and may be ſo diſ- 
poſed of: The reſt may be diſperſed a- 
mong ſuch, as either have in thay: SSH; 


Or Can 5 Intereſt in the E. . 4 Er P. 


0 * 99 
ZS 
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Members to frye in Parliannsy.t, */ , 2 W 

there is the Income 8 8 ent- ix Bil, 

ricks, which may 1 en, as to | | 5 
ſure of at leaſt ot Vous! in Wb . 


Houle ; and the whole Ree 
Benefices and LM 
Crown: Add to a. 
Government has 4% 1. 

mittances on Excife EI. 
Ports, and among me ſeveral 5 


5 This Ap 1s taken from Ut — lt of Plecenen, pub. 
_ liſhed after the : Debate on the Cof'.ention 
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Cd. 
and Handicraftſmen employed in the Ser⸗ 


vice of the Government and Governors. 
What Havock this Weight of Power, 


i 7 lodged in wicked and corrupt Hands, 


might make, if applied to our Deſtruction, 
among a People joſtling and crowding with 
"gaping Mouths and open Hands, to re- 
ceive every the leaſt Price of Proſtitution, 
L own gives me Horror, as I think it muſt 
to every t true Engl. ſoman, whenever I re- 
"fit on it NOW is the Time for you 
f exert your. Spirit, and ſhew yourſelyes 
Honeſt Brant, by returning ſuch Mem- 
bers as | e with Scorn reject any Offers 

ö at. 5 made them to betray the 
Lruths ae I the by their Country, 
i e * r n _ at the 


5 


Rs TY 
ve ood to mean 
er ſhould be taken out 

A the Government, as ſome 

Writers have infinuated. No, the 
© Aﬀe $of Government cannot be carried on 
BT, , © without 4 ſufficient Power lodged in the 
2" to enforce > che Execution of the 
= V. e 


7 
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Laws, and even to reward thoſe that deſerve 
well of the State. But here it is neceſſary 
to have a due Ballance preſerved.: It is to 
be obſerved, that the People of Great- Bri- 


tain are ſo far veſted in the Supreme Au- 


thotity, that no Law can take Place with« _ + .:; 
out their Concurrence, by their Repreſen= | 


tatives choſen by themſelves : It is the 
Duty of theſe Repreſentatives f. the Peo- 
ple to delegate a ſufficient Power to the 
Chief Magiſtrates, for the Purpoſes above. 
mentioned, to protect and preſerve t their 
Conſtituents; but if at any Time; by their 


own Laviſhneſs of Grants, .or-by agy other 


accidental Courſe of Things, "this Power 


ſhould grow ſo great as to endanger. the ; 


* 


Liberties of the People, for whoſ. Salts OP 


only, and not for the Grandeur of any one 
or Number of Men, this Power ought tobe 
granted; then it is Time for them to be 
upon their Guard, and to reſtrain their 
Hands. A due Attention to theſe Circum- 
ſtances will at the ſame Time give Autho- 


_ rity to the Ain 25 and 1 95 to the 
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ANOTHER Grievance we labour ke 
is, that Violence of Party into which we 
are miſerably divided. I may here be 
thought to deviate from all Political Wri- 
ters, who have conſidered our Diviſions as 
our greateſt Security. I am ready with 
them to grant, 'that a well-formed Party 
founded 'on good Principles, who have al- 
ways their Eye attentive to the Welfare of 
the People, is our greateſt Security againſt 
any deſtructive Schemes, which may be 
projected: by any wicked Member of the 
Common- wealth, who has Art enough to 
get admitted into the Adminiſtration of 
Affairs; to which every Government, as 
well as this, is liable. Nay, I will allow, 
that theEmoſt unreaſonable and factious Op- 
boſtion, that ever Was formed againſt an 
Adminiſtration; is better than none at all, 
as it is always a Bugbeur to a Miniſter, 
and may prevent his attempting any violent 
Meaſures. But then, becauſe we have 
g ſomething Which is better than nothing, let 
us not be content with it in its worſt Shape, 
but be emulous to have it in its 4%, and 
„ 7 5 % ſet. 
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ſet it on a right Footing, In what State 


our preſent Parties are, a cloſer Examina- 
tion will lead us to determine, 


- WnaTEeveR Diſtinctions our Party 

Diviſions have formerly bore, the whale 
Nation ſeems now divided into two leading 
Factions, which are diſtinguiſhed-by the 
Names of the Court and Country Parties, 
or Miniſterialiſts and Patriots, as: they * 

ſometimes called. In theſe two are con 
fuſedly blended together all other Fs. 4 
Diſtinctions. The firſt is compoſed, part- 

ly of ſuch who by Intereſt are ked to 
the. preſent Adminiſtration ; far be it from 
me to imagine the whole Strength of the 
Party lies in theſe : No, to them are join- 

ed many of the Old Whigs, who. were 

zealous in promoting the Hanover 
ſion, and now. ſtand-by the meters Admi- 
niſtration, even in ſome: Things which, 

perhaps, they do not approve, as the ſureſt 
Means of ſupporting the preſent Family on 
the Throne. The other Party is ſtill a 
greater Funble ; it being compoſed of all 
we enen Men in the Kingdom; 
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ſome of the ſame Old Whigs, who ſtick 
ſteady to their former Principles of oppo- 
fing any Encroachments of the Crown, on 
} 2 whoſe-ever Head it is placed; to theſe are 
348 | added all the Tories and profeſſed FJaco- 
1 | bites. Theſe laſt are a Set of People I can- 
| 1 ſpeak of with tolerable Temper : : They 
; live under a Government, in which they 
Et 7; enjoy: all the Privileges of the Community, 
Th | | and to which they have not only once 
| 


hes 
9 »» n 


| worn Allegiance, but are ready to repeat 
| tit when demanded; yet are conſtantly at 
_ Work to Kadermine it, ſo may be ſaid to 
W live à perpetual Lye, An OATH is an 
= Appeal to the Omniſcient Author of Na- 
ture for the Truth of what we are faying, 
| and is, Heſides, the only Security of a Bri- 
| lf | id Subject; our Properties, our Lives, 
| ; 3 depend upon it, and are at the Mercy of 
7 5 any who dates to violate it: What Credit 
— 4 375 then to be given to ſuch Men, who, 
| Sl = through the whole Tenour of their Lives, 
commit daily Perjury? How iuch more 
amiable is the Character of he Honeſt 
Nonjuror, who ſubmits to ſore temporal 
Diſadvantages, rather than hazerd an Oath 
1 9 he 
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| he cannot approve ? How infinitely leſs 
dangerous to the Society and Government 
under . he lives ? 


BuT to return from this Digreflion, 
which perhaps has carried me into too 
great Warmth. Theſe Parties, however 
oppoſite they may ſeem, or may have 
been repreſented to you, have the ſelf-ſame” 
Views: Nothing is ſo like the Conduct of 
the one Party, as that of the other: They 
both make Uſe of any unkwink Means to 
attain their Ends: Th". oth ready 
and active, to ſcreen whe "oft - 20rmous 
Faults of their own ide, and to remark . 
| ſeverely on the. ninuteſt of the other, 
without any Diſtinction of Right of Wrong, 0 
but only as it ſerves the favourite. Points 
they have in View; They neither of them 
ſtick at any Aſſertiop, which ſeems to 
forward any Scheme they. are driving at, 
tho! it is but a Tye of a Day, Witneſs the 
publick daily Paper: wrote on each Side 
the Queſtion : They. neither of them re- 
quire any other Virtue, or any further Me- 
rit in their Adherents, but a ſtrict At- 


tachment 
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tachment to their Cauſe : In all publick 
Aſſemblies, where they are to give their 
Voice, you are ſure to find them both 
vote Plumb after their Leaders ; nay, a- 
ny Man that dares to deviate from this 
Rule, and vote according to his Conſci- 
ence, becomes. their Contempt. This na- 
turally. leads me to confider them in their 
publick and parliamentary Capacity. Here 

the moſt uſeful and beneficial Acts have 
deen dropped, rather than either will add 
one Jot to. Wie Power of the other: Wit- 
neſs thr : ' Regiſtry Bills, So ſure 
is every 4 Opinion rated, that nothing 
is more common, dan for Members of 
each Party, by mutual ompact, to ſtay 
away fram the Houſe on any grand Queſti- 
ON, A _ceviouſly knowing how every Man 
will vote, before the Aueſtion comes to 
be debated, or even before it is brought 
into the n A ſhocking Conſiderati- 
on this for their rene But let us 

examine the Conduct of each Party for 
ſome Years back a little more particularly, 
pPy which we may be better able to judge 


of the Merit of each, and their Deſigns. 
2 And 


C 


„ 
And this will be doing no Injury to either, 
for their Conduct in Parliament has been 
ſo often and publickly approved, by the 
reſpective Parties, that it may with great 
Juſtneſs be taken for the Senſe of the Par- 
ties themſelves. i 


Tur Majority has for many Years been 


compoſed of ſuch as are called of the Court | 
Party, and have never once deſerted their 
Leaders. They have been ſo complaiſant, 


as to give every Thing that has ven asked 
at their Hands, and have ſhe 4 them- 


ſelves firmly attached to the Will of the 


Miniſtry, of that Miniſtry, —who, during . 
their Adminiſtration, have granted to the 


Crown a larger Gvil. Liſt than was Known 
in former Days Who have introduced 


and continued Septennial Parliaments =— 
Who have never thought proper to repeal 
the Riot Act, which perhaps was neceſſa- 


ry at the Time it was firſt made Who 


have always found a Pretence for keeping 
up a numerous Body of Forces, during a 
Peace of almoſt thirty Vears Who, du- 
ring that Time of Peace, have paid off but 
a Trifle of the National Debt—Who have 


E always . 
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always evaded any Enquiries into the State 
of the Nation, or Abuſes F the Revenues — 
Who have always uſed their Endeavours 
to ſcreen any petty Officer from Parliamen- 
tary Enquiry, and never once brought any 
Plunderer of the Publick to Juſtice—Who 
have made a Sear in Parliament the only 
Means. of obtaining a Place, and the Voting 


Right here the only Means of keeping 
it Who in moſt of their Promotions have 


never conſidered any Merit, but have pro- 
vided for People of infamous Characters; 


and hayc even raiſed to High Stations, 
and Offices of Great Truſt, ſuch as their , 
” Country have thought worthy of Puniſh- 


ment, 25 that to the Prejudice of People 
of me e Experience and greater Abili- 
ties Who have ſeldom or never regarded 
the Vole of the Nation in any of their 
Tranſactions Who have conſtantly reject- 
ed any Attempts made to take off the In- 
fluence of Places in the Houſe of Com- 


mons Who have made it a Maxim, in 
paſſing the moſt Salutary Laws, to get, if 


Poſſible, a freſh Acquiſition of Power or 
Profit to the Crown: Witneſs the Gin 
48 * Reſtraint fo neceſſary For the 
He alths, 


* 8 75 I. 


11 

Healths, Morals, and * of the in- 
ferior Sort, that, unleſs effectual Care be 
ſome Way taken in Relation to it, our 
Body Politick ſeems to be in great _ 
ger) Who, now that Act is paſſed, are 
ſo mean- ſpirited, as to be deterred from 
putting it vigorouſly in Execution, by tlie 
inſolent Oppoſition of their Enemies 
Whoſe chief Favourites are People of 
debauched Lives and diſſolute Charac- 
ters And who, to ſum up all, have never 
omitted any one Action, to ſtrengthen and 
preſerve themſelves in Power, a e that 
the only Point they have 3 om 
Parliaments thus 1% jofeo he 
Will of a Minit, and whi. havwairea- 
dy gone ſuch Leigths to do it, Why 
thould we ſuppoſe taey would ſioß ey | 
here, if more was.alked from them ? 80 
that I can't help look ng upon it as à great 
_ Blefling to this Nation, that the Prince on 
the Throne and his Miniftry have been 
ſo- reaſonable in their Demands. If they 
had aſked for a Vote to enable his Majeſty 
to raiſe Money and levy Forces, without 
the Conſent of Parliament, and without 
"uy accountable to it ; I would not have 

E 2 anſwer- 


[367 
anſwered for the Conſequencęs. If that 
had been the Caſe, and we had a Prince 
of a different Temper on the Throne, one 
who would have employed this Money 
and theſe Forces againſt his Subjects, How - 
ſhould we have attempted to have helped 


ourſelves, with a Riot, a Black, and a 


Smuggling Act hanging over our Heads? 
Acts which the Flagitiouſneſs of the Times 


might make abſolutely neceſſary, but which 
would nevertheleſs be terrible Weapons in 
the Hands, .of an Evil Miniſter, and by 


which a Deſigns to recover our Liberty 
might held in the Beginning, and 
our\ .. - towa.r * t made a Capital 
Crime by aws of on Enacting. 


Where could we have lkoked for Redreſs, 
ar from whom could we hope it, unleſs 
28 5 from that very Army of which we are jea- 
lous, who; in fortrer Days, have hi- 
therto always acted like Men of true 


Honour and Spirit, upon all ſuch Oc- 
caſions, and have deſerted the Prince to 
protect the People, whenever their Inte- 
reſts have come in Competition. But if a 
Practice ſhould be introduced of making 
2 Vote i in o Parliament the Teſt of a Man's 


Honour 
- 


7 


E men” OOTY 1 


E 


Honour and Abilities in a Military Com- 


mand, our r would ga be cut off 
there too. 


TE Diſtreſs the Generality of this Na- 
tion find themſelves under at preſent, is, 


I know, charged upon the Miniſtry, as 


owing to their Miſmanagement. It has 
always been the Practice of the People in 
all Countries, when they find themſelves: 
oppreſſed with Misfortunes, to lay the 
Cauſe of them on their Governors; but 


God forbid. I ſhould tix lan with 
what does not immed* "hin; 
let us not, for the 8 throwing, the 


Weight from our own Shoulders, load 

them with hat does not certainly belong 
to them; they have enough to do to ſup. 
port what ought. juſtly to be laid upon 


them. This Grievance ariſes from various 


concurring Cauſes, but chiefly from our 
own not having. Reſolution. enough to 


FY 4 
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retrench our Expences, at the Time our 


Incomes are leſſening. Can the Reduction 


af the National Intereſt be called a Crime 


in the Miniſtry, even in the Opinion of its 
moſt oY Enemies? Then how can 


this 


— 


| Pably, but more prop. 


[ 38 ] 


this be imputed as a Fault in them any 


otherwiſe, than as they have indeed taken 
no one Step to e this Prodigality 


995 us. 


n Opa; chat has 1 made to 
che Meaſures of the Miniſtry, you may 
perhaps think a ſufficient Security againſt 
any Dangers here ſuggeſted: To ſet you 


right in this Particular, let us, in its Turn, 


- examine this ion, and the Conduct 
hrs n alas the fame Term of 
Years, - 

- Ta EY are les the Country 


ff, Members 


inthe Ofpofition, for. len reals and 


F dy has it been. Their Rule of Action 


" keming to be to oppoſe any Queſtion, 
propoſed by the Miniſtry, be it what it 
will. As the chief Aim of the Court Par- 


ty appears to be tor keep themſetues in 
Power; ſo that of the Country Party is to 
ger into Power, upon the Ruin of the pre- 


ſent Poſſeſſors of it. To effect this, their 


Scheme 1 is to diſtreſs the Miniſtry as much 


1 and _— * the 
Merits 


L 3 
| Merits of the Queſtion in Debate, or ma- 
king Right and N at all the Rule of 


their Action, are ſure to vote on the con- 


trary Side from the Miniſtry. They are 
equally ready to be ſent for to vote when 


it comes to a Pinch, without ever learning 


what the Queſtion is. If it is objected on 
one Hand, that the Majority have on con- 
troverted Elections always voted in their 
Friends as legally choſen ; it is no leſs ſure 
on the other, that the Minority have as 
conſtantly voted ſuch Elections illegal: The 
Merits of the Cauſe are not regarded on 
either Side. As it is highly improbable 
that every Scheme, whether great or tri- 
fling, of one Set of them ſhould always be 
right, ſo it is much more improbable, that 
they ſhould always be wrong ; yet have the - 
Cy Party never failed to oppoſe every 

Foolifh Men ! not to confider that 
in in Policy they ought /ometrmes, at leaſt, to 
come into the Meaſures of the Adminiftra- 
tion, meerly to add Weight to their Oppo- 
| Arion, when they do oppoſe them. They 


little think what Dignity. a conſtant Ad- 


herence to Truth and Reaſon in their De- 
liberations reflects on thoſe, who have 
| Virtue 


8 
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Virtue enough to put it in Practice; what 
Force it adds to their Counſels and Opini- 
ons. A few, a very few in either Houſe, 
who throwing aſide all Party View, all 
Pique and Reſentment, and acknowledg- 
ing no other Bond of Union among them 
ſelves, but that of common Honeſty and In- 
tegrity, ſhould act and vote, uniformly 
and vigorouſly, according to the Dictates 

of their Reaſon, and the true Intereſt of 
their Country, would, I am well per- 
ſuaded, have more Influence without 
Doors, am carry more Terror within, 
than the moſt powerful Faction, compoſed 
of the ableſt Heads of the Kingdom, could 
do, by acting in any other Manner, I 
| have always conſidered it, as one of the 
4 greateſt Pieces of good Fortune which has 
attended this Miniſtry, That they have 

| had to do with jach an Oppoſition. Would 

a Minority, headed by Pym's, Hampden!s, 
and Ludlow's, have ſtruggled for Years, and 
got to be within fourteen of the Majority ; 
would they, I ſay, at fach a JunQure, 
ſhamefully and ignominiouſly have deſerted 
the Cauſe, and left the Nation to be go- 
verned by People whom they thought evil 


and 


E 


and wicked Governors, without any Con- 
troul ? Would they even have continued a 
Minority to the End of the Parliament ? 
No, they would have ſucceeded, The 


Nation, at that Time of Day, lent them 


their Aſſiſtance, becauſe it was confidently 
believed, they had the publick Welfare at 
Heart. But this is not the Caſe now 


(would to God it was) and becauſe it is not, 


the Men, the moſt eminent for Virtue and 
| Dilintereſtedneſs in the preſent Age, fit 
ſtill and engage in 15 Party, lend their 
helping Hand to neither, as tl King nei- 


ther worthy to be ſerved, or that-it is of 


any Conſequence. to themſelves, or the In- 
tereſt of the Nation, wh:ch Side is upper- 
moſt. Inſtead of ſach a well- formed Op- 


poſition, we have ſeen this Fence of our 


Liberties ſhamefully proſtituted to private 5 


Animoſities, and a Thirſt of Power. It 
has through its whole Courſe been conduct- 
ed with Heat and Violence, and has pur- 


ſued this Maxim, as the Rule of its Pro- 


ceeding ( viz. ) to make bold Aſſertions, and 
deal in general Invectives, when Facts 


have failed. Its Members have been urg 


* to this, ſome from private Reſentment, 


F ö "others, ; 


* 
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others, from Party Zeal, which, ſtrong 


as it is, was not yet of Force enough to in- 


fluence all of that Side (to their Honour 
be it always remembered) in their /a/? me- 
morable Attack ; than which nothing could 
be more frivolous, nothing worſe concert- 
ed. Beſides, an Oppoſition of ſuch Men 


is not a Security againſt a deſigning Mini- 
ſter; for if he finds he wants Numbers on, 


any ent Occaſion, To whom ſhould 


he apply? To ſuch as make the Guidance of 


their Conſcience the Rule of their Voting? 


No, theſe are not for his Purpoſe; their 
Rule of Action is ſtubborn, and will not give 


Way; but it is natural for him to make 


Propriating to themſelves, and no Won- 


Application to ſuch, as give him daily 
Proofs of their having Conſciences which 


; will det them vote Plumb on that Side the 


Queſtion on which they” are liſted : The 
Tranſition from one to the other is eaſy, 


and every Day's Experience confirms the 
T ruth of thus We 


. Name this Paity i is ſome- 
times diſtinguiſhed by, is that of Patriots: 
A Name they ſeem extreamly fond of ap- 


Y der 


. & 


o 
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der they ſhould, for it is one of the 
moſt glorious Appellations we can be di- 
ſtinguiſhed by. It is a Name which im- 
plies, that we, diveſting ourſelves of all 
private and intereſted Views, have nothing 
at Heart but the Intereſt, Welfare, and _ = 
Happineſs of our Countrymen: For theſe, „ 4 
a Patriot is ſuppoſed to facrifice his own . 
Pleaſures, and, if Circumſtances require it, 
his own Fortune. It is a Name which 
betokens univerſal Benevolence. But be 
not deceived with empty Words and Ti- „ =o 
tles: How well this Party deferves the | 1 
Name of Patriots, let their Actions declare | 

for them, for the Tree is beſt known by 

its Fruit. Patriotiſm requires, that a Man 

ſhould lay afide all «Heats, and perſonal 
Animoſities, and heartily concur in the 

true Intereſt of his Country. If he finds DT 
the Rulers of it are miſtaken, that he 
ſhould cooly point out their Errors, and oh 
the beſt Method to amend them, and nag 
cavil and till leave them in the wrong. 4 
Road: And this he ought to do, equally, _ * | 
whether ſuch Rulers happen to be of the os * | 
Number of his Friends, or not. Is a ul 
Country over-run with Debaucheries, | 
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Luxury, Corruption, and Diſcord ? Pa- 


_ Frutiſin would uſe its utmoſt Endeavours 


to put a Stop to the growing Evils, and 

would incline its Profeſſors to ſet the firſt 
Example of a Reformation, Is a Nation 
injured by a Foreign Power ? A true Spi- 


rit of Patriotiſm would join Hands and 


Hearts to defend it againſt the Common 


Foe, and be far from expoſing its Weaks- 


neſs and inteſtine Diviſions to the Enemy. 
Does this Party act in this Manner? Is 
the Contempt of the Laws, the Pity thewn | 


| on the vile Miſcreants who ſuffer for in- 
fringing them, the ill Treatment the exe- 


cutive Power are fure to meet with in put- 
ting them in Execution: I ſay, is this 


| 85 4 . Patriojiſm ? No, that. requires Decency 


. and/Order, and a due Submiffion to all 


5 „Laws the Legiſlature ſhall make, for the 
4 Reformation of our Manners, and the well 


Governing the State. Now let any one 
conſider the infamous Infinnations daily 
publiſhed in the London Evening-Poſt, 


* Craftſman, Common-Senſe, &c. all Papers 


profeſſedly and avowedly wrote in the Sup- 
port of this Party, and accordingly patro- 


nis'd by its Members; let them ſee whe- 
EY 


p EE ther 


. 
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ther they can reconcile theſe to the Spirit 
of Patriotiſin. Is the Deſpiſing our own 
Manufactures, and, for the Sale of a ſup- 
poſed Elegance, the Cloathing ourſelves 


and Families with the Produce of Foreign 
Countries, by which our own Poor are 
| ſtarved, and theirs employed? Is the Ser- 


ving our Tables with Wines, and all other 
Delicacies, from Countries who take no- 
thing from us but Specie, by which the 


Nation is annually drained of immenſe 


Sums ? Is this Patriotiſm ? Vet theſe are 


equally and as glaringly the Actions of this 


Party, as of the other. But theſe are, 
and muſt be Patriots; and if theſe carry 
their Elegance to ſuch a Pitch, as to be 
contented with nothing that is Engliſh, but 


are fo delicate as to import every Trifle 


from Abroad, even at the Riſque df a Sei- 
zure, ſtill by theſe it is done for the Love 
of their Country, Is there a Man who will 
deny his Palate, to ſave his Country's Trea- 
ſure? Who will diſpenſe with thoſe tri- 


fling Niceties of Colour or Faſhion in his 
Apparel and Furniture, that his own Poor 
may be employ'd ? Who will, in i 


and OI 3 all Articles of 
- | "2 | Luxury 
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Luxury and Prodigality? Who will ſacrt. 


fice his own Pleaſures to the Happineſs of 


his Countrymen ? And who will exert 
himſelf to preſerve the Liberty, and re- 
"ſtrain the Licentiouſneſs of the People ? 
This Man, and this Man only, deſerves 


4 = Name of a Patriot. 


| 


o& HAVE Jack: the longer on this Head, 


| 3 it ſeems to be a vulgar Error, by 
- Such Pains, eſtabliſhed and inculcated in 
you; that your Liberties will be ſafe, if 


truſted into the Hands of this Party. I 
have endeavoured to undeceive you in this 
Point; and if what I have already ſaid, is 


not ſufficient for that End, I hope the 


following Facts will fully convince you of 
the IT ruth of what has been ſaid, vs. 
That btb Parties are alike, and their only 
View 1s to attain Power to make the ſame 
Le of it. The Facts I allude to, are 
rankactions that paſſed in a publick Aſ- 


Wn where the Majority are notoriouſly 


_ Uſted n this Party: An Aſſembly, whoſe 
© Praiſe has been trumpeted forth by every 
Writer of the Cautry- Party, who have 
2 e n uncorru 12 Set of Men 


Fre | in 
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in the Kingdom, whoſe Conduct has even 


been pointed out as a Pattern for that of 
our Parliaments, and who ftrenuouſly ex- 


erted themſelves in Behalf of the Place- 
Bill, My Readers, by this Time, will ** 


ſurmize, that I can mean no other but 5 
that of the Commoners of the City of Lon- 
don, in Common-Council aſſembled. It is 
well known, that this Body is compoſed 


of the principal Tradeſmen of the City, 
elected to this Truſt by their Brethren; 


Upon Propoſals being delivered to this Bo- 


dy, for building the Manfion- Houſe for the 
Reſidence of their Mayor, they agreed to 
a Propoſal for 17200 J. deliveged by Mem- 


bers of their own Body; 'in Oppoſition to 


Perſons who offered to do the fame Work, 


on the ſame Conditions, 'an@at eaſt equal | 
Security, for 16975 l. They came to a2 
Reſolution, that Mr. John C-—I., Ohty + 

Carpenter, had been concerned in a Com- 
bination to raiſe the Price of Piling and 
Planking the Foundation for the ſaid Man- 


ſion-Houſe, and that, by ſuch Combina- 


tion, he had groſly abuſed the Office and 
Truſt repoſed i in him, as a Common-Coun- 


eil Man: Upon this Reſolution, | they 


made 


>" 2 * 
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made an Order for a Bill to be brought 


into their Court, to prevent any Member 


thereof from being concerned in any 


Works belonging to the City or Bridge- 


| Houſe. A very uſeful Bill, no doubt, 


becauſe . of many Inconveniences ariſing 
from the former Practice. This ſelf-de- 


nying Bill, you may be ſure, was greatly 


extolled by their daily Writers; it was 
called a Sort of Place- Bill, and Hun 


much about the Time that the Place- 
Bill in Parliament was in Agitation. Now 


let us ſee how this worthy Body behaved 
on theſe Occaſions: They firſt employed 


the fame Mr. C——H todo the Carpenter's 


Work for t. Manſion-Houſe; and upon 
its being put to the Vote, Whether this 


Bill hond be committed, it paſſed in the 


Negatige, by a Majority of 7 5 againſt 4 3, 


apt two to one. 


3 9 who will offer "AY | 


ſelves to your Choice on this Occaſion, will, 


in all probability, be ſuch, whoſe chief Merit 
will conſiſt in the being firmly attached to 


the one or the other of theſe Parties. The 
Arguments made Uſe of in publick, to in- 


duce 


T8] 
duce you to declare for them, will be 


drawn from hence, The Influences you will 
receive in private, will be of another Kind. 


But I flatter myſelf, you will have Virtue + 


enough to reſiſt both ; it is a ſufficient Cauſe 
of Rejection, that a Man is liſted in either 
Faction. If your Choice ſhould fall on the 
firſt, and you, ſhould return a Parliament 
attached either by Inclination or Intereſt, 
to. the Miniſtry, one ſingle Vote might 
give up your Liberties, if aſked at their 
Hands: They may either contin/ hem- 
ſelves, or vote themſelves uſeleſs d, by 
ſo. doing, may put it out of ve , Ba Vr, 
by any future Atrempts: to < vou 
ſelves, if you ne - preler Jopportu- 
nity which is in your Hands, If yout Haice. | 
ſhould fall on -the laft, and yowſhoukd = © 
turn a Parliame nt of the Country Pur 5 
you muſt expect one of theſe two Things - — 
either that the Prince on the Throne will, 
or will not, give up his former Minit/ry : F 
If, on Account of this Party's being a Ma- 
jority, he ſhould do it, and put their Lead 
ers in the Place, you are juſt where you 
were, with the Names only changed, the 
ſame Dangers hanging over your Heads: 
If from Gratitude for paſt Services, or 


* 
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from Stcadineſs of Temper, he ſhould re- 
fuſe to do that ; we ſhould ſoon be in the 
utmoſt Confubion, to have a Majority, in 
the Houſe of Commons, oppoling, every 
Scheme of the Miniſtry, well or ill con- 
certed, and refuſing their Aſſent to the 
moſt neceſſary Acts, for the carrying on the 
Buſineſs of the State : This may puſh the 
| Miniftry into violent Meaſures, and put 
them upon taking unwarrantable Steps, in 
order to proſecute their Projects. If any of 
the Ei here ſuggeſted, ſhould unhappily 
come to 1s, the Body of the Nation, tho” 
inclined bear a great deal, before they are 
drove to ſuc dreafiful Extremities, yet, if 


pe we may be allowe. dge from their 
1 . l | : forme”: Conduct on like Occaſions, will not 
| be me enough to ſubmit without a Strug- 


| ü i PG gle. An Ether Caſe, the Sword of Civil 

.. \=__ War will probably be drawn, and, when 
once drawn, God only knofvs. when it will 
bel athed. The Miſeries, attending ſuch a 
3 Situation, have been too often repreſented, 

to want a further Deſcription here, and 
are too ſhocking to repeat ; but can be only 
well known to thoſe who have felt them. 
Who would fall the firſt Victims to its 


Mme we cannot tell; but we all know, 
that 


4, Aa 
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that, if Juſtice were to take Place, it would 
be thoſe Wretches, who were the firſt In- 
ſtruments of betraying our Liberties, and 


puſhing us to ſuch fatal Meaſures, Fatal, I 


may well call them, for, in ſuch a Caſe, 
whoever ſucceeds the Nation is ſure to 


bleed : They are Meaſures which , ought 


never to be entered on, but in the moſt de- 
ſperate Circumſtances. ; for the End, when 
obtained, does but juſt pay for the Means 
by which it was brought about. I acknow- 
ledge, many great and glorious Stands have 


been made by the People of this Kingdom, 


in Defence of their 1 aherties and their Re- 


ligion ; Succeſ :nded {their former 


Endeavours, and pomoly will their 5 3 


but will any Man in his Senſes; for 1 Mhat 1 


Reaſon, ruſh into fo immineng N a. . 
which he can avoid, and while Te 


Time to prevent it? Does the moſt intre- 
pid and ſucceſsful General, who reſcues the 


People at this dreadful Expence; deſerve 
half the Thanks of his Country, which 

_ thoſe do, who, by their prudent and wiſe 

Conduct, Prevent: theſe Calamities, 


M Y preſent Addreſs 1 to you RE TY 15 
needleſs, if we were drove to theſe Neceſ, - 
= 7 litcg 4 : 


LK 
ſities at preſent. No, thank God, it is ſtill 
in your Power to defend us from them, by 
returning Members for this Parliament, 
who ſhall dare to practiſe Virtue themyebves 
to encourage and countenance it in others, 
and, where that will not reach, to enforce | 
it by wholeſome Laws, which now. you 
give them the Power of making. As Vice. 
has brought us thus low, ſo Virtue, and 
that any, can raiſe us. I have now ſhewn 
you that the Vices, which this Nation is 
Particulazly inclined to in the preſent Age, 
are ſuch as have a natural Tendency to ruin 
and enſlave us. In a general national Di- 
ſtreſs, Who are mo to feel the firſt 
Effects, bat the pooreſt in the Nation: 
Their eſent extreme Poverty, and fre- 
| quent Tn@creQions, are but too ſure a Pre- 
lage af ine growing Evil. They, at preſent, 
are but. flight Eruptions of an inflammato- 
ry Fever lurking in the Blood; but when 
the Evil grows more general, and People 
of higher Rank fall into the ſame Diſtreſs, 
which muſt happen, if Things continue in 
their preſent Courſe ; we have too much 
| Reaſon to fear, the Conſequences will at 
| leaſt be very grievous, if not fatal. I have 
\ 4 ot ſet as you the Precipice on 
: which 


- LR > 
which we ſtand fo near the very Brink, 
that it is almoit in any one's Power to puſh 
us down it, even as he paſſes, There 
now remains for me to point out to you 
the moſt. Hbely, and, I may fay, the moſt 
certain Means, to ſave yourſelves and Coun- 


trymen ; which, if you approve of, it is 


your Duty to put in Practice with Tour 


pinoſt Reſolution and * e 


You are-then to return ves, whey will 


deſpiſe all little factious Cabals, but will 


mak<- it their conſtant Care, to conſult the 
Good of the Common-weal, and provide 


for the Glory, andy, whos of the Nation, x 


to the beſt of their "Abvitss, bt who-will 


be at the Hel of b who will 


a People who will encourage AIntulry | 
will provide for the neceflary Charges of 


the Government, in ſuch Manner as may 
leaſt annoy our Trade at Home and A- 


broad—who will not ſuffer Foreigners to 
inſult us, or our own People to inſult the 


Laws. If you let flip this. Opportunity, 
10 may never have another. Let the In- 
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treaties and Supplications of your Coun- 
trymen prevail on yo to look upon them 
with an Eye of Pity, and give them that 
Security of their Liberties and their Proper- 
ties, which they now aſk at your Hands. 
In · order to be able to aſſert this, it is your 
Duty#to look out with the greateſt Circum- 
ſpection, among your Neighbourhood and 
Acquaintance, for Men, whoſe real Cha- 
ragters you may get at the Knowledge of, 


and Who, through the whole Tenour of 


their Lives, have ſhewn, that they have act- 
ed from Principles of Honour and Virtue ; 

Men of unhlemiſhed Characters, beloved 
* their Oountr Defence i in their Families 
have been tender to tlcir Wives and Chil- 
1 Haves Fed the Part of indulgent 
any -andlords—Men, who have 
their Fats and Hearts open, to hear and 
relie ve the Wants of the induſtrious Poor, 


7 and lave Activity and Spirit 1 to 


purſte and correct the idle and vagrant ; 

Diſtinction of the utmoſt Conſequence Ra a 
_ trading! Nation, but'which few know how 
to make properly—Men, who have ma- 


naged their own Affairs with Prudence and 


Oeconomy, and the Affairs of others com- 


. to their Charge, with Uprightneſs 
and 


T1 
and Integrity Men, who in their publick 


Capacities, if they have ever acted in that 
Character, have protected the Weaker a- 
gainſt any Oppreſſions of the Stronger, 
and have always impartially rewarded Me- 
rit, and puniſhed Villainy, in whomſgever 
either has been found; and who have fe- | 
ver ſaffered themſelves to be deterred; from 7 "bt 
purſuing the upright Purpoſe of ther ; BF 
Heart, either by the Smiles or Frowhs of 
the Great, but have always conſidered the 
firſt, as uſeleſs to promote, as the laſt are TY 
impotent to leſſen, the Happineſs of an | 
honeſt Mind---Men, who, ir. fine, have | 
proved themſelves tender Hudride kind. 
Fathers, indulg%nt {Maſter „ 5 Landlords, 
juſt Guardians, upri gl Fu 2 
of a humane and benevolent 
wards their whole Species 3 - 
racters you can eaſily get to the 


* „ 


of, and which, I hope, are not ſo uncom- | 

mon, but that every one of you know ſome | * 
Man, who can with Juſtice ſay, he has * 

ſome Pretenſions to deſerve; and yet, I * 

fear, are too rare, to diſtract your Choice 125 


by Numbers. Theſe are the only proper 
Recommendations for Men, who are to be | 
elected into a publick Truſt: For ſuch _ _ 
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] Men as theſe can fave us, and ſuch as thets 


will ſave us; therefore, ſuch as theſe you 


ought to draw by Force into the Service of 
their Country on this Occaſion : For who 


is fo likely to be provident of the publick 


77 reaſure, as he who has been an Oecono- 
miſt of his own ? Who is ſo likely to caſe 


and redreſs the Wants and Grievarites of 


the Poor i in his publick Capacity, as he, 
who has opened his Purſe to them in his 


private? Who is ſo proper a Guardian of 
the Publich, as he, who has ſhewn him- 
ſclf juſt to his Wards in private? Who is 
5 0 fit to protect our Liberties in Parlia- 


he, o has already done it on 
M x dom what. 2 may we ex- 
gw" zeft'. d oppoſe any 
of the greater on the poor- 
{tary Capacity, but from 


dat N, no, if his private Station, has 


always bravely withſtood their, Influence? ? 


In ſuch Hands your Liberties, your All, 


will be ſafe; and the Circumſtances you 


| : will neceſſarily find yourſelves in, at the 
End of a ſeven Years Parliament, com- 


poſed of ſuch Members, will be; moſt cer- 


tainly preferable to any that you t have yet 
| 5 85 or can. poſſibly make to yourſelves, 


OE 8 from 
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from any preſent Advantage whatever to 


be made, from an unworthy Choice: 
Your Trade will be in a flouriſhing Condi- | 
tion, your Taxes leſſened, and thoſe that 
remain put on an eaſier Footing. The 
frequent, nay conſtant Experience you have 


had from your Conduct in former Electi- 


ons, and your Circumſtances not being bet⸗ 
tered by ſuch Choice, ought, one ſhould 
imagine, to put you upon trying ſome new 


Expedient : If any other Method ſeems to 
you better calculated to this End, than this 


propoſed, i in God's Name follow it, but fol- 5 


low it with Vigour and Honeſty; Ao but at- 
tain tbe End, and whatever Means . 


5 
. x, 


ſue, will be eqgll | acceptable to all your; M 
Well-wiſhers. But let not artful d (delten 


ing Men diſſuade you from ſucha'Cl 
on Pretence of Want of: Abilities * the 
' Perſons you ſhall pitch. upon: { in the firſt 
Place, it is abſurd to ſuppoſey. that Men, 
conducting themſelves unifermly with Gich 
Diſcretion, ſhould want Abilities; in the 
next, if that ſhould be the Caſe, the 
Want of Virtue and Diſintereſtedneſs is a 
much more dangerous Thing: Beſides, in 
what Situation are great Abilities chiefly | 
_— To confuSabat Cauſe ; to hide 
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over evil P*Gons; to referve oy hppa 
ain agſt a people who are not well 
ſuaded c the good Intentions of their Go: 
vernors ; to find out plauſible Reaſons of 
Acting, when they dare not aver the true 
ohes, - | Honeſty ſtands in need of no ſuch 
orts, it dies do what is ripht, and 
true Reaſon for ſo doing: 
And the ple will fon be convinced of 
the Evefts arifing from fuch a e. 
ment. 


x1 nave now futy repreſen ed to you 
| gers which ſurround yon, and have 
2 * "which you inay 

the * Wel ire and Pt: „ers of yohr Fellow. 
Jubi He fot hot move you to exert your- 
0 in ht, Pethaps laſt, Oppottunity 
ſhall Ever hive of extricating your- 
Ks: hat ſhall I ſay to you ? What 
can T call you ? Men you cannot be. Shew 
but the Jealt Defire of fnaking a difintereſt- 
ed anti honeſt Choice, and you will have 
the Heads, the Hearts, the Hands of the 
Nation to 25 you ; who will at preſent 
fob on 15 u. yt wt Lee "attend 3 
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bo all your Undertakings, which at leaſt 
you will merit ; and will ſhew you to their 
Poſterity, apd record you as the Preſer- 
vers of your Country. Theſe are Satiſ- 
factions, which, perhaps, are the only 
ones, greater in the Enjoyment, than in the 
Expectations. - Would any Set of Men in 


their Senſes barter away theſe Pleaſures? For 
what, for their Reverſe ? To become the 


Scorn and Outcaſt of the preſent Age, and 


the Reproach of future. But I have ad 


too much, this cannot be. I Aulge my- 
ſelf in the Thoughts, that If,.: ſee yo. 
on. this very critical Occaſion behave l. 


ſelves Men When GE: irtue enough 68 


_ wiſh to be, and Spirit enough 0 Aare 


u 
to be, uncorrupt, ure 1 £9) conſe. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


TE ANNOT diſmiſs you, without 
making ſome Apology; which, 5 
haps, may be thought neceflary b 
ſome of my Readers, for the Offence 
may have given them, by that Freedom of 
Speech, and /Boldneſs of- Expreſſion, which 
F have uſe through this whole Addreſs, 
hope I have charged no Set of Men 
tongfally; f ſhall be thought to have 
done it, Id, dare it wingly, and 
undeſignedly. have no Enmity to any one 
Man, 'or piny Body of Men living ; and, if 
J have been too ſevere, it is only on the 
corrupt and violent Partiſans of both Sides: 
At leaſt, thus much muſt be ſaid for me, 
that T have been impartial. As for all 
thoſe, by whatever Name they have been 
_ diſtinguiſhed, &c, who have preferred the 
Dictates of their Reaſon, to all other 
Views, I hope I have aſcribed to them all 
due Praiſe; I am ſure no one honours 
| them more than I do; and it is merely to 
| increaſe their Nu mbers, that 1 have pre- 
| vailed 


T6 T's 


bailed on myſelf to take my pen i in 0 Hand? 
The Setting the Faults of both Parties in 
one View, I apprehended, might be uſe- 
ful to wards attaining this deſirable End; 
I hope, that, as each ſees the Errors of his 
own Side, he may be prevailed on, to hear, 
with more Patience, the Failings of the 
ther ; and on that Account, to forbear all 
| Virulence and violent Expreſſions, and 
ſo heartily join their Endeavours to pro—- 
mote the Good of the Vbole. But if it is 
Rill aſked me, why I am ſo eyere, ty. 
not undeſervedly ; I anſwer, Mt I thin, 
the Time is. come; that it r fre * 
ſhould be undeceiy > * | 
been long, nog ithis is ablolute- 
._ Iy neceſſary, that the = Noa _ "4 — 


may be painful. | 
poſed on, and heen told that all your rie- 
vances proceed from your Governors, and 
the Corru ption of your Parliaments. Per- 
haps, Affaits might have been co ucted 
more to your Liking, and with greater 
Diſintereſtedneſs, But what Right have. 

you to expect Uprightneſs in your Repre- \ 
ſentatives, when you are negligent in your | . 
__ of them? Are yourſelves the, W * 
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